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I— |)OMINIC AH  republic. 

By  Vice  Consul  Georg-e  A.  MacUinson,  Santo  Domingo. 


The  Dominican  Republic  istprimarily  and  naturally  an  agricultural 
country  and  manufacturing  is  carried  on  only  on  a  very  limited  scale; 
in  fact,  the  total  motive  power  employed  in  the  various  manufactur- 
ing industries  in  Santo  Domingo,  the  capital  and  largest  city  of  the 
Republic,  is  less  than  250  horsepoAver. 

Small  fact<)ries  located  in  Santo  Domingo  Cityy.  vSantiago  de  los 
Caballeros,  San  Pedro  de  Macoris,  and  Puertos Plata  produce  such 
articles  as  rum,  cigars  and  cigarettes,  shoes,  matches,  soap,  boots  and 
shoes,  straw  hats,  shirts,  harness,  brick  and  tile  ware,  and  hardwood 
furniture.  None  of  these  products  are  exported,  the  output  of  local 
plants  being  so  low  that  aj^preciable  quantities  must  be  imi)orted  from 
abroad. 

There  are  no  shipyards,  foundries,  street  railways,  or  textile  plants 
established  in  the  Republic  and  the  only  public  railroads  are  the 
British-owned  Samana-Sanchez  line  and  the  Government-owned 
Puerto  Plata-Santiago-Moca  line.  The  combined  length  of  these  two 
railways  is  approximately  146  miles. 

Sugar,  tobacco,  and  cacao  are  the  chief  exports  of  the  Republic. 
As  the  first  two  named  commodities  were  badly  needed  by  the  United 
States  and  the  European  Allies  during  1918  ships  were  made  avail- 
able to  move  these  crops,  and  in  view  of  the  record  prices  prevailing 
shippers  reaped  enormous  profits.  Cacao  planters,  on  the  other 
hand,  were  decidedly  unfortunate.  This  food  product  not  being  in 
urgent  demand  bottoms  could  not  be  secured  and  as  a  result  prices 
dropped  from  their  previous  high  level  of  12  and  13  cents  to  5  cents, 
or  less  than  the  cost  of  production. 

Sugar  Industry  in  Flourishing  Condition — Small  Cacao  Crop. 

The  principal  industry  in  the  Republic  is  the  manufacture  of  cane 
sugar.  San  Pedro  de  Macoris  is  the  chief  port  of  export  for  the  fin- 
ished product.    There  are  'eig_hL^JLg2£^,^B^^  i"  actual  operation  in 
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the  Province  of  San  Pedro  de  Macoris  with  thousands  of  hectares 
of  cane  under  cultivation.  There  are  also  four  mills  in  the  Province 
of  Santo  Domingo,  two  in  Azua,  three  in  the  Province  of  Puerto 
Plata,  and  one  at  La  Pomana, 

While  the  1018  yield  Avas  some  G,000  tons  less  than  that  harvested 
in  the  preceding  3'ear,  nevertheless  the  industry  was  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  for  selling  prices  were  the  highest  on  record  and  averaged, 
just  under  $0.05  per  pound.  The  15  mills  located  along  the  south 
coast  produced  a  total  of  143,430  short  tons  while  the  three  small 
mills  grinding  in  the  northern  section  of  the  country  are  credited 
with  approximately  2,100  tons.  [See  Commerce  Peports  for  Sept.  12, 
1910.]  The  great  bulk  of  the  crop  was  carried  to  American  ports  for 
transshipment  to  Canada,  England,  and  France,  and  but  a  very  small 
quantity  of  Dominican  sugar  was  consumed  in  the  United  States. 

Dominican  cacao  planters  suffered  a  disastrous  setback  in  1918. 
The  crop  was  one  of  the  smallest  harvested  in  recent  3'ears,  while  the 
dearth  of  shipping  space  and  the  difficulty  involved  in  securing  im- 
l)ort  licenses  for  consignments  to  the  United  States  and  Europe  caused 
prices  to  drop  to  a  very  low  level.  While  the  normal  yield  averages 
around  50,000,000  pounds,  the  1918  crop  totaled  only  39,502,900 
l^ounds.  Exports  of  cacao  through  the  ports  of  Sanchez  and  Puerto 
Plata  declined  nearly  5,000  tons  in  1918,  as  compared  with  the  figures 
for  the  preceding  year. 

The  National  Government  suffered  an  appreciable  loss  of  revenue 
through  the  decreased  shipment  of  this  product,  which  pays  an  export 
duty  of  $1  per  100  kilos.  Numerous  small  planters  in  the  Provinces 
of  Moca  and  San  Francisco  de  Macoris.  discouraged  by  their  financial 
plight  and  fearing  a  repetition  of  the  present  fiasco,  are  reported  to 
have  destroyed  many  of  their  trees  and  planted  the  acreage  thus  freed 
to  tobacco. 

Exports  of  Coffee  and  Tobacco. 

The  demands  of  the  coffee  markets  of  France  and  the  United  States 
caused  an  appreciable  rise  in  the  price  of  Dominican  coffee,  and 
toward  the  close  of  the  year  the  entire  exportable  surplus,  consisting 
of  21,431  tons,  valued  at  $536,573,  was  shipped  to  the  above-named 
countries.    The  figures  for  1917  were  10,20G  tons,  invoiced  at  $228,371. 

Encouraged  by  the  insistent  market  demands  and  the  assurance 
that  ocean  transportation  would  be  available  to  move  the  crop,  Do- 
minican tobacco  growers  extended  their  acreage,  and  with  the  aid  of 
favorable  weather  Avere  able  to  harvest  the  greatest  crop  in  the  history 
of  the  industry.  Some  35,000,000  pounds  of  leaf  tobacco  were 
gathered,  of  which  the  great  bulk  was  sold  to  French,  Belgian,  and 
Dutch  buyers  at  13  to  15  cents  per  pound,  or,  roughly  speaking,  double 
the  pre-Avar  price.  The  exports  of  this  staple  through  the  ports  of 
Puerto  Plata,  Sanchez,  INIonte  Cri.sti,  and  Santo  Domingo  reached 
6,786  long  tons,  an  increase  in  tonnage  of  6,448  and  in  value  of 
$1,965,259. 

Exports  of  Five  Chief  Products. 

The  following  table  shows  the  sections  of  the  Dominican  Eepublic 
l^roducing  the  five  main  crops,  and  gives  the  A'alue  of  exports  from 
each  locality  in  1918  in  comparison  with  the  preceding  year: 
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Ports. 

Cacao. 

CofTcc. 

Sugar. 

Tobacco,  loaf. 

Iloncy. 

1917 

1918 

1917 

1918 

1917 

1918 

1917 

1918 

1917 

1918 

$210 

$683,093 

$494,788 

$6,718 
15, 457 

" ' '  '26.5 

3,413 

26 

80, 184 

33,733 

3,186 

900 

6,390 

83, 19« 

$22,817 
90  578 

8, 000  $26.. ^^e 

$1,712 

S688 

'103 

7 



255 

206 
137,760 

10 

$110,036 

$18,435 

508 

925 

929 

88,605 

3, 294, 805 

137,917 
202 

183,875 
65 

1,626 

91210,082,975 

8,795,324            200 

43     104,641 

2,412  1,428,837 

iss  463 

39  1.53 

Puerto  Plata.... 

l,245,12l'l,164,.')39 

llfi,231       74,507 

3,034,363  2,160,024 

42,819196,3221          1,273 

2,519 
481 

Sanchez. 

41.8.'iS 

122,422 
709 

231,878 
5,950 

7,685 

Santo  Domingo. 

212, 405     314, 067  175, 640'270',945 

2,612,867 

2, 560, 866 

235,462 

Total 

4, 856, 275  3, 917, 012  228, 371  '536, 573  13, 386, 463'll,  991, 3991, 658, 521 J3, 623, 78o'23fi,  408'584, 779 

1                               1              1                   1                   1                 1                 1      '       1      ' 

New  Mining  and  Forestry  Laws  Contemplated. 

Although  minerals  of  almost  everj''  kind  are  found  at  various 
places  in  the  Kepublic,  principal  among  which  are  gold  and  copper, 
the  mining  industry  is  still  in  its  infilnc3^  While  several  prospect- 
ing partiei5  have  been  bn.sy  during  the  past  year,  no  large-scale 
development  work  has  been  undertaken. 

The  Government  has  canceled  a  number  of  old  concessions  because 
of  the  failure  of  the  holders  to  work  their  claims,  and  it  is  under- 
stood that  a  new  mining  law,  now  under  consideration,  will  provide 
for  the  automatic  revocation  of  all  outstanding  concessions  which 
are  not  seriously  exploited  within  a  reasonable  period. 

A  national  forestry  law  now  being  drafted  aims  to  prevent  ex- 
cessive erosion  of  the  soil -and  will  also  protect  and  conserve  the 
enormous  deposits  of  hardwoods,  dyewoocls,  and  building  timber 
found  in  the  mountainous  interior  of  the  country. 

National  Improvements. 

The  vigorous  continuance  of  the  extensive  road-building  camjoaign 
inaugurated  in  1916  marks  the  Government's  chief  attainment  in  the 
field  of  public  improvements  during  1918,  In  spite  of  many  diffi- 
culties and  delaj's  the  construction  of  the  great  trunk  highway  from 
Santo  Domingo  City  to  Monte  Cristi,  which  is  designed  to  unite  the 
chief  towns  of  the  northern  and  southern  sections  of  the  Eepublic, 
was  pushed  with  great  energy,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  road 
was"  about  40  per  cent  completed  and  open  to  traffic  between  Santo 
Domingo  and  Los  Alcarrizos  on  the  southern  end  and  between  Monte 
Cristi  and  Santiago  on  the  northern  end. 

The  completion  of  the  new  customhouse  and  dock  at  Puerto  Plata 
and  the  extensive  dredging  operations  in  the  harbor  channels  at 
San  Pedro  de  Macoris  and  Santo  Domingo  City  were  other  im- 
portant projects  realized. 

There  were  no  municipal  improvements  undertaken  during  the 
year. 

Foreign  Trade  Returns. 

Although  in  terms  of  tons  the  gross  trade  of  the  Eepublic  showed 
a  marked  decline,  and  the  value  of  exports  during  1918  was  $G8,00G 
behind  the  figures  for  1917,  yet  prices  of  agricultural  products  in 
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i^eneral  were  much  higher  than  in  any  other  previous  year.  The 
total  forei«:n  trade  reached  $-12,545,520,  an  increase  of  $2,519,132,  as 
compared  -with  the  precedini!;  year.  Imports  for  1917  and  1918  were 
valued  at  $17,581,811  and  $20,168,952,  respcctiveh' ;  export  values 
for  the  past  two  years  were  $22,441,580  and  $22,370,574,  respectively. 
The  appended  table  gives  the  value  of  the  import  and  export  trade 
of  the  Dominican  Eepublic,  the  total  foreign  commerce,  and  the 
balance  of  trade  which  the  country  has  maintained  for  many  years. 
The  following  figures  date  from  1905  to  1918,  inclusive : 


Years. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total 
trade. 

Balance  of 
trade. 

1905                    

52,736,828 
4,065,437 
4,948,961 
4, 767, 775 
4,425,913 
6, 257, 691 
6,049,662 
8,217,898 
9,272,278 
6,729,007 
9,118,514 
11,664,430 
17,581,814 
20,168,952 

$6,896,098 
6,536,378 
7,628,356 
9, 3%,  487 
8,113,690 
10,849,623 
10, 995, 546 
12,385,248 
10,469,947 
10, 588, 787 
15,209,061 
21,527,873 
22,444,580 
22,376,574 

59,6.32,926 
10,601,815 
12,577,317 
14,164,262 
12,539,603 
17,107,314 
17,945,208 
20,603,146 
19,742,225 
17,317,794 
24,327,575 
33,192,303 
40,026,394 
42, 545, 526 

$4,159,270 

1906     

2,470,941 

1907            

2,679,395 

1908     

4,628,712 

1909 

3,687,777 

1910     

4,591,932 

1911 

4,045,884 

1912        

4,167,350 
1,197,669 

1913     

1914            

3, 859, 780 

1915     

6, 090,  .547 

1916            

9,863,443 

1917     

4,862,766 

1918 

2, 207, 622 

Principal  Articles  Imported. 

The  next  table  shows  the  18  principal  groups  of  imports  with  com- 
l^arisons  in  value  for  1917  and  1918  : 


Articles. 


1918 


Agricultrral  machinery,  tools,  and  implements 

Automobiles 

Car-;,  carriages,  other  vehicles,  and  parts  of,  n.  e.  s 

Cement 

Chemicals  and  pharmaeentical  products,  siqiple  drugs,  oils,  fats,  waxes,  and  their 

derivatives 

Coal,  coke,  briquettes,  and  other  fuels 

Cotton ; 

Fibers,  vegetable,  and  manufactures  of 

Foodstuffs,  meats,  fish,  grains,  fruits,  vegetables,  and  preparations  of,  (except  rice 

and  wheat  flour) 

Rice 

Wheat  flour 

Liquors  and  beverages 

Hides  and  skins,  and  manufactures  of 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures 

Machinery  and  apparatus,  n.  e.  s 

O ils,  mineral 

Paints  and  pigments 

Woods,  and  manufactures  of 


$124,620 
121,984 
234, 182 
189,989 

477,056 

175,244 

3,943,199 

478,349 

1,261,550 

1,317,112 

833,149 

404,875 

714,398 

1,841,624 

l,304,6f9 

51S,4f8 

140,852 

490,146 


$238,045 
199, 265 
427,832 
227,065 

352, 468 

182, 297 

3,643,806 

1,088,426 

1,375,458 

2,543,320 

512, 786 

345,416 

782,562 

1,501,531 

1,888,292 

619,274 

140, 244 

475, 710 


Large  decreases  in  imports  were  marked  among  articles  of  prime 
necessity,  the  most  important  ones  being:  Wheat  flour,  3,188  tons; 
biscuits  and  crackers,  292  tons;  smoked  fish,  327  tons;  vermicelli, 
250  tons:  granulated  sugar,  199  tons;  butter,  47  tons;  oleo  and  sub- 
stitutes, 34  tons. 

Decreases  were  also  noted  in  consignments  of  cotton  textiles,  iron, 
steel,  and  manufactures  thereof,  cement,  and  malt  liquors.  In- 
creases occurred  in  imports  of  rice,  agricultural  and  sugar  machin- 
ery, soap,  automobiles,  railway  and  tram  cars,  jute  bags,  gasoline, 
and  coal. 
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Import  trade  of  1918  in  detail. 

The  following  statement  presents  in  detail  the  countries  of  origin 
of  the  principal  articles  imported  into  the  Dominican  Republic  in 
1918: 


Articles. 

United 
States. 

United 
King- 
dom. 

France. 

Spain. 

Cuba. 

Porto 
Ilico. 

All 
other 
coun- 
tries. 

Agricultural  macMnery,  tools,  and  imple- 

1227, 183 

1,677 

30, 246 

188, 24.5 

357, 172 

60,813 

210, 236 

380 
21,288 
8,  667 
3,489 
2,892 
4,671 
270,999 

6,885 

15,299 

179, 726 

2,1.50 
76, S77 

5,9G5 

35,393 

365, 854 
29.5, 342 

697,802 

106, 196 
143, 568 

140,968 

145,986 

9,819 

131,631 

2,451 

6,255 

49,693 

191,227 

126,598 

50 
9,493 

442 

895, 387 
72,279 
65, 781 

16 
2,293 
423,  834 
6.5,317 
79, 345 
64,991 
22,  215 

21,  .592 
260,  833 

S2,  no 

411 

11,6.39 
17,S90 
27,851 
29, 519 

SI,  838 

$8 

$8, 487 
2,68.5 
3,450 

10,  .580 

308 

8,963 

16, 629 

$529 
174 

Animals                 .  

1,119 

J2, 108 

1,581 

S201 
440 

Cars, carriages,  other  vehicles,  and  parts  of: 
Automobiles 

Allother 

576 

200 

Chemical   and    pharmaceutical    products, 
simple  druijs.  oils,  etc.: 
Almond  oil 

Calcium  carbide 

224 

Caustic  soda 

Resins 

Tallow  and  greases 

Ve:;etal)lc  juices,  extracts,  and  oils,  n.e.s. 
All  other  simple  dru?s,  etc 

72 
1,179 

19 

'""'467' 

23 
20,530 

47 
798 

310 
199 

"'i,'49i' 

20 
31 

2fi 
5,760 

724 
785 

208 
2,365 

All  other  chemical  and  pharmaceutical 
products.  .                         .... 

Clocks  and  watches 

3  853 

Coal 

Coke,  briquettes,  and  other  fuels 

14 

4,001 

155 

17,035 

94, 269 
170,808 

120,919 

78, 953 
1.34, 620 

60,208 

17,830 

778 

84,  .528 

2,760 

214 

4, 244 

.56,  722 

33, 209 

Copper  and  alloys,  and  manu'actures  of 

Cork,  and  manu'actures  of 

410 

81 
5 

""'2S6' 
173 

73 

47 

6 
2 

2 

3 
2 

'"'217' 

if 

4 

Cotton, and  manufactures  of: 

Blankets  and  blanket  cloth 

Cloths- 
Plain  woven— 

Bleached  or  unbleached 

35, 728 
56, 662 

8,926 

17,185 
30,329 

16, 889 
246 

146 

20 
20 

Embossed     or     manufactured 

Twilled  or  figured  in  theloom^ 

Bleached  or  unbleached 

Dved  or  printed. .    . 

1 
1 

'"'237' 

64 
960 

3,394 
166 
293 

3,801 

106 
134 

E  mbossed  or  manufactured  with 
dyed  yarns 

743 

Clothing  (except  knit  goods) 

219 

Duck ". 

Knit  goods 

143 
1,293 

704 
6 

52 

Pique 

Unmanu'actiu-ed 

Yarns,  and  manu'actures  of 

204, 807 
77,120 
17,299 

74 

17, 488 

318 

21 

All  other 

940 
70 

210 

440 

2,997 

Earthenware,  porcelain,  clay,  and  pottery. . 
Explosives: 

Cartridges 

809 

Allother 

190 

4,950 
24' 

1 
75 

8,S44 
4,457 
5,528 

3 
261 
339 

2 
22 

5 

Feathers,  intestines,  and  manufactures  of. . . 
Fibers,  vegetable,  and  manufactures  of: 
Jute  bags 

5,947- 

57 

10 

800 

Yarns,  threads,  twine,  ropes,  and  cords. 
Allother 

60 
1,036 

126 

21, 131 

326 

1,950 

FoodstulTs  and  beverages: 
Meats- 
Beef,  mutton,  and  pork,  fresh 

Lard .... 

8 

2,370 

Meats,  salted  and  pickled 

13 

Meats,  .smoked 

. 

Fish- 
Pickled 

14 

7, 4:53 
070 

317 

Grains,  fruits,  vegetables,  and  prepara- 
tions of— 

Beans,  peas,  and  pulse,  dried 

Bread,  biscuits,  and  crackers 

3,120 

948 

17,078 

2,950 

96 

86 

374 

656 

4 

7 

Potatoes,  fresh 
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Articles. 


United 
States. 


Foodstuffs  and  beverages— Continued. 

Grains,  fruits,  vejietables,  and  prepara- 
tions of— Continued. 

Rice 

SuRar,  refined 

Wheat  flour 

Vermicelli,  macaroni,  and  pastes 

for  soups 

All  other 

Liquors  and  beverages- 
Malt  liquors 

Spirits,  distilled 

Wines 

AH  other 

Oils  for  table  use 

Spices 

Miscellaneous- 
Butter  

Cheese 

Confectionery 

Fish,  canned  and  preserved 

Fruits 

Milk,  condensed 

Meats,  n.  e.  s 

Oleomargarine  and  butter  substi- 
tutes   

Olives 

Pickles  and  sauces 

Vegetables 

All  other 

Stock  food 

Glass  and  glassware 

Gold,  silver,  platinum,  and  manufactures  of. 

Hats  and  caps 

Hides  and  skins,  and  manufactures  of: 

Boots ,  shoes,  and  slippers 

Taimed  hides  and  skins,  curried,  dyed, 

or  dressed 

Another 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of: 
Cast  iron — 

Bars,  beams,  columns,  etc 

Pipes  and  fittings 

All  other 

Wrought  iron,  steel,  and  malleable  cast 
iron — 

Galvanized  sheets 

All  other 

Cutlery 

Firpjirms 

Nails  and  tacks 

Pipes  and  fittings 

Rails 

Railway  track  material  (except  rails) . . . 

Structural  material 

Tools  and  implements 

Wire — • 

Barbed ,  and  staples  therefor 

Plain,  salvanized  or  not 

All  other 

Machinery  and  apparatus: 

Electrical  machinery,  apparatus,    and 

appliances ." 

Engines,  steam — 

Locomotives  and  tenders 

All  other 

Power  pumps 

Sewing  machines 

Sugar  machinery 

Typewriting  machines 

AH  other 

Metal  wastes  and  scoriie 

Musical  instruments,  and  parts  of 

Oils: 

Crude 

G  asoline 

Illuminating 

Lubricating 

All  other 

Paints,  pigments,  varnishes,  ink,   colors, 
and  dyes: 
Paints  and  pigments 


*2,.520,n32 

4,756 

426, 862 

17,:^59 
102,  GSO 

1.54,109 

1.5,. 39.5 

7,214 

36,821 

354, 719 
49,333 

45,476 
57, 101 
5'^,  091 
76, 898 
17,8.59 
.57,582 
26, 5S9 

6,926 
9,223 
4,837 
7, 69.5 
16, 627 
3  SO 
62.780 
18, 544 
72,709 

374,342 

200,  .517 
85, 027 


18,309 
89,785 
12, 463 


United 
King- 
dom. 


111,453 

81,501 

27,331 

2,, 570 

59,687 

237, 429 

138, 564 
15,7.33 

111,117 
42, 812 


72  279 

lo' 988 
295,278 


174,204 

57,960 
101,546 

75,. 335 

26,749 
824,881 

45, 8.35 

488,953 

51 

19,058 

42,017 
257, 095 
168,3.51 
98,237 
40, 752 


82,699 


France. 


S259 


12,  .362 
293 


All  other I      53, 039 


3.57 


29 
140 


SI, 443 


17,364 

8,248 
1,420 


6,639 


2,300 


1,016 


796 
477 


324 


16 
122 
122 


19 
195 
679 
669 


62 


Spain. 


$71,354 


$1,025 


2,963 

15, 643 

628 


1,470 


54 
'i32 


921 
60 


1,231 


194 

"55 


310 


Cuba. 


1 
1,491 

6,010 

8,624 

1 

1,272 

16 


3,  .583 


Porto 
Rico. 


?23,278 
7,. 502 
85, 029 

2,370 
2,608 

25,330 
7,948 
4,698 
3,769 

38,800 
352 

1,201 
403 
1.33 

1,382 
436 
52 
819 


17 

253 

2,131 

49 
155 


133 


1,200 


250 
3 


1,492 

225 

1.58 

489 

36 

4,464 

1,2.35 

32, 456 

97,073 

20,386 
3,639 


3,249 

992 

1,389 


25,237 

23, 553 

1,752 

317 

9,5.37 

3,455 


175 

25,151 

1,410 

44,460 

386 

20, 138 


5,0S6 


114 
940 
220 

49,3.59 
1,710 

34,804 


All 
other 
coun- 
tries. 


192 


2,404 


2,760 

308 

56 


2,0.58 
1,118 


SIO 
5 

395 

7 
15,885 

603 

1,225 

13,372 

38 

5 

68 

23,397 


695 

064 

0 


3 

4ft3 
28 


8,464 
6,887 


38 
'020 


133 


43 
143 


600 
105 


171 

590 


550 

'ieo 

,500 

'"o 
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Articles. 


Paper,  and  mannfactnres  of 

Pearls,  precious  stones,  and  imitations  of, 
unset 

Perfumery,  cosmetics,  and  other  toilet  prep- 
arations   

Plated  ware,  sjold  and  silver 

Rattan  .bamboo,  etc. .  and  manufactures  of. 

Rubber,  and  manufactures  of 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of 

Soap . 


Stones  and  earths,  and  manufactures  of 

Tin,  lead,  zinc,  and  other  metals,  and  man- 
ufactures of 

"Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Boards,  planks,  and  beams 

Furniture 

All  other 

■Wool ,  and  manufactures  of 

All  other  dutiable  articles 

All  other  free  articles 


United 
States. 


5200,214 


34, 5.5S 
17,5S0 

20,885 
137, S04 
]2S,024 
46S.(J17 

49,  S76 

12,973 

2.X3,G04 
101,919 
8,5, 533 
07,332 
192,782 
220, 842 


United 
King- 
dom. 


S644 


1,401 
1 


IIG 

465 

3 

3 


2,166 

2,765 

38 


France. 


$972 


9, 5S5 
12 

87 

no 

4,370 
431 


30 

3 

1,499 

5,811 

206 


Spain. 


f3, 679 


203 


4 

210 
1 


248 

53 

927 

509 


Cuba. 


«4, 967 


8,260 


105 

2,134 

570 


202 
392 
59 
731 
276 


Porto 
Kico. 


110,310 


5, 6.32 
472 

1,385 

5,904 
36, 929 
36, 73.3 

1,005 

1,513 

10,203 
3,245 

20,3.53 
6, 877 

17,.=).58 
9,992 


All 
other 
coun- 
tries. 


»2,875 


101 

142 

4 

92 

259 

7 

05 

23 


32 

46 

106 

4,009 

1,049 


The  United  States  and  Porto  Rico  furnished  95.39  per  cent  of  all 
imports  during  the  year  under  review. 

Chief  Exports  Shipped. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  chief  articles  exported  from  the 
Dominican  Republic  during  1918  as  compared  with  lOlT  are  given  in 
the  followinc:  table : 


Articles. 


1917 


1918 


Kilos. 


Value. 


Kilcs. 


Value. 


Animals: 

Cattle 

All  other 

Bananas 

Beeswax 

Cacao,  crude 

Castor  beans 

Coccnuts 

Coffee 

Copra 

Copper  ere 

Dyewoods: 

Logwood 

All  other 

Fibers,  vegetable: 

Cotton,  raw 

All  other 

Gums  and  resins 

Hides  and  skins: 

Ocat 

Cattle 

Another 

Honey 

Molasses 

Sugar,  raw 

Sugar,  refined 

Sugar  cane 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures  cf: 

Cigars. .  .• 

Cigarc  ttes 

Leaf 

All  other 

■Woods: 

Lignum-vitoe 

Mahogaiiy 

Another 

An  other  articles 

Reexports  of  foreign  merchandise. 


a  1, 537 


t>  28,  416 

2P5, S09 

23,71.5,007 


537,870 

26, 8(.;7 

fi,  056 

180,183 

4, 8(i5, 275 


422,  .330 

1,088,243 

167,000 

208, 209 

5, 959, 976 
2, 1.54, 100 

Gn,015 
15, 887 
3,771 

164, 793 

486, 951 

39, 049 

1,705,7.52 

22,084,4.35 

131,498,9.33 

12,214 

142,SS7,2S3 

a  Go,  884 

ol,936,(;96 

8,751,9^1 


1,  .577, 109 
K.5,051 


ll,n(j9 

228,  .371 
15,613 
13,641 

124,401 
62, 755 

32, 1G4 

15, 887 
765 

1,89,942 

292,068 

.30,518 

236,408 

1.57,563 

13.380,403 

1,652 

349, 216 

1,279 

('.,9t,8 

l,t5s,,521 

47,043 

57, 844 
4,  977 

41,839 
208,486 
161,156 


a  1,733 


t>  12,  .508 
219, 265 
18,8.39,472 
69,274 
116,4,58 
2,286,053 
184,337 


8.85. 104 
2,046,314 

51,900 


997 

78,592 

lr3, 808 

16,  982 

1,9.3,8,225 

17, 377,  74^ 

120, 032, 743 

76 

186,  .580, 367 

a  50, 400 
a  4,669,940 
15,199,840 


296, 561 
40,509 


S59, 180 

13,115 

3,  Of.4 

1(3,137 

3,917,012 

10,.5'J2 

5,123 

53<1, 573 

23,299 


21,094 
69, 751 

51,410 
1,150 


8.5,587 

83,569 

13, 795 

584,779 

142,3.56 

11,991,399 

15 

513, 402 

1,412 

.8,001 

3,62:5,7,80 

7,207 

10.407 
1 ,  020 

24,031 
24(1,8.56 
159,552 


a  Numler. 


t>  Bunches. 
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SUPPLEMENT   TO    COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


The  principal  decreases  in  exports  as  compared  vcith  the  year  1917 
were  as  follows:  Su<rar,  11,4G6  metric  tons;  molasses,  4,707  metric 
tons;  cacao,  4,876  metric  tons;  logwood  and  dyewoods,  5,182  metric 
tons;  hides  and  skins,  431  metric  tons;  coconuts,  30G  metric  tons; 
ligniim-vitfe,  1,281  metric  tons.  Lack  of  shipping  is  accountable  for 
practically  all  of  the  differences  noted  in  respect  to  exports.  This 
was  not  true,  however,  of  sugar  and  molasses.  The  1918  sugar  crop 
was  somewhat  below  normal,  owing  to  the  unfavorable  weather  which 
prevailed  during  the  grinding  season. 
Exports  by  Countries  of  Destination. 

Further  details  of  the  Dominican  export  trade  are  shown  in  the 
appended  table  which  gives  the  quantity  and  value  of  exports  for 
1917  and  1918,  together  with  the  countries  of  destination: 


Articles  and  countries  of  destination. 

1917 

1918 

Kilos. 

Value. 

Kilos. 

Value. 

Animals: 
Cattle- 
Haiti    

a  1,537 

$37, 870 

1 

2,101 

19,412 

24, 865 

6,  .599 

57 

176,620 
1,398 
1,479 

0  1, 733 

?59  180 

All  other- 
United  9tai.es  .          .                         

Porto  Rico '      

7,920 

Haiti                                                            .  ..1 

5  195 

Other  countries 1         

Bananas: 

Haiti 

6  27,944 
^472 

2,50,  045 
2,  ISO 
3,010 

6  12,503 
65 

205,341 
,5,718 
4,634 
2,454 
1,118 

17,20f,,2.34 

1,375.936 

212;  106 

45, 190 

67,682 
1,592 

86, 868 

29,250 

340 

1,324,439 
62,  927 

3,062 

Other  coiui  tries 

2 

Beeswax: 

United  States 

154,818 

2,. 865 

United  Kingdom 

2,227 

France 

2,328 

Otlier  countries 

1,.574 

23,098,190 
310,332 
306, 4S5 

686 

4,751.902 
60, 233 
38, 140 

899 

Cacao,  crude: 

United  States 

3, 575, 347 
256,545 

Porto  K  ico 

France 

75, 935 

Other  countries 

9,185 

Castor  lieans: 

United  States 

10,398 

184 

Other  countries ...          1            ^-           1        

Coconuts: 

United  States 

420, 152 

11,048 

4,137 

Porto  Rico 

975 

O  ther  countries 

2, 178 

371,900 
7;  S80 
12(>,SK5 
3.02,610 
120, 230 
114,  788 

167,000 

208, 209 

5, 865, 476 
3.H,  000 
36, 500 

1,96.5,337 
lO.s,  763 

21 

92.342 
i;333 
28, 1S6 
51,253 
28, 868 
26,389 

15,613 

13,041 

122, 156 

760 

1,485 

57,407 
5,348 

11 

Coffee: 

United  States 

324, 834 
9,789 

Porto  Rico 

United  Kingdom 

Prance 

99,631 
443,943 
352, 113 

184,337 

29,. 50.5 

Spain 

96, 783 

Other  coimtries 

75, 662 

Copra: 

United  States 

23,299 

Copper  ore: 

United  States 

Dj-e  woods: 
Logwood — 

United  States  . 

88.5, 104 

21,094 

Other  countries. .   . 

All  other- 
United  States 

1,802,574 

■  145, 770 

8,000 

51,900 

62,805 

Porto  Rico 

6,786 

Otlier  countries 

160 

Fibers,  vesetablc: 
Cotton,  raw — 

United  States 

63,490 

2,  500 

25 

31,909 

250 

5 

51,410 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries 

All  other- 
United  States 

583 

Porto  Pv ico.... 

7, 183 
8, 704 

765 

223 

Other  countries 1                  

344 

Gums  and  resin-;: 

3,771 

997 

686 

1  Number. 


6  Bundles. 
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Articles  and  countries  of  destination. 

1917 

1918 

Kilos. 

Value. 

Kilos. 

Value. 

Hides  and  sli  ins- 
Goat— 

United  States 

163,132 

1,610 

51 

476, 677 
7, 810 

$!8S,148 

1,751 

43 

286,735 
4,  729 

76,-525 

1,464 

803 

119,224 

32,217 

11,701 

666 

584  178 

Porto  Rico 

960 

0  ther  countries . .  .        

443 

Cattle- 
United  States 

61,860 

Porto  Rico 

13  192 

France 

8,099 

Other  countries 

2,464 

2,409 
33,466 
3,174 

993,497 

6,875 

401,828 

233, 100 

70,452 

4,979,301 
16,332,000 

604 

1,973 
26, 539 
2,006 

144, 186 

1,038 

57;  070 

24,2.30 

9, 884 

37, 105 
109,  .344 

413 

All  other— 

Unite<l  States 

Porto  Rico 

13,918 
3,064 

117,963 
164, S97 
1,2.36,806 
263,063 
155, 496 

2,965,204 

12,  250, 000 

2, 162, 500 

40 

114,076,495 

0,528,915 

427, 338 

76 

186, 578, 142 
2,225 

a  4, 000 
0  45,410 
a  1,050 

a  300,  000 

11  075 

Other  countries 

2,720 

Honey: 

United  States 

31,247 

Porto  Riro 

43,602 

United  Kingdom 

316  132 

France 

132,695 

61   103 

Molasses: 

United  States ; 

30  002 

United  Kingdom 

90, 850 

Canada 

21, 500 

773, 134 

105,  849, 910 

25,406,748 

242,275 

12,214 

142,870,818 
16,465 

11,114 

10, 800, 906 

2,562,356 

24, 201 

1,652 

349,112 
10-1 

4 

Sugar,  raw: 

United  States 

11  373  390 

574,060 

Other  coinitrie-3 

43, 919 

Susar,  refined 

15 

Sugar  cane: 

Porto  Rico 

515,377 

Otlier  countries 

25 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures  of: 
Cigars — 

160 

Haiti 

a  65, 884 

1,279 

1,221 

Other  countries 

31 

Cigarettes- 
United  States 

437 

Porto  R  ico 

a  426, 000 

a  25,  000 

a  1.56, 000 

a  1,329,036 

5,325,093 
469,393 
835, 993 
946,867 

1,174,558 

1,279 

32 

400 

5,257 

1,015,539 
97,976 
149,617 

178,541 
216, 758 

13,520 

26,510 

7,013 

49,111 
8,733 

4,302 
675 

12,643 
18, 774 
10,422 

23,619 
84,094 
22, 477 
70, 294 

96, 576 
43,  .'•.61 
6, 600 
14,410 

United  Kingdom 

France 

a  120,000 
a  4, 249, 940 

10,081,103 

663,349 

1,846,377 

2,390,627 

198,384 

100 

Other  countries 

7,454 

Leaf- 
United  States 

2,279,649 
190. 025 

Porto  Rico 

France 

432,982 

Spain 

682, 198 

Other  countries 

38, 926 

All  other— 

200 

P'rance 

Other  countries 

7,007 

Woods: 

United  States 

1,197,486 
379, 623 

124,293' 
40,761 

51,071 
245, 490 

5,  .500 
35,009 

1,548 

Other  countries 

8,857 

Mahogany- 
United  States 

60 

Other  countries 

960 

All  other- 
United  States 

4,760 

Porto  Rico 

10,861 

Other  countries 

8,410 

United  States 

26,692 

,54,. 373 

92, 6x3 

Otlier  countries   .   . 

73,108 

Reexports: 

irnited  Stales  . 

46.697 

Porto  Rico 

102, 627 

97 

Other  countries 

10, 131 

a  Number. 


The  United  xStates  and  Porto  Rico  received  8G.7  per  cent  of  all 
exports  in  1D18. 
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SUPPLEMENT   TO    COMMERCE  REPORTS. 


Declared  Exports  to  United  States, 

The  following  statement  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  exports 
invoiced  for  the  United  States  in  1917  and  1918  from  the  several 
2>orts  of  the  Santo  Domingo  consular  district : 


Artifles. 


Castor  beans pounds. 

Cocoa  beans do. . . 

CofTee <lo... 

Copper  ore tons. 

Pi vi-divi do . . . 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cow pounds. 

Goat do... 

PiK do . . . 

Sheep do . . . 

Honey a;allons. 

Household  and  personal  effects 

Metals,  old pounds . 

Molasses (gallons . 

Resin pounds. 

Sugar do . . . 

Vanilla  benns do . . . 

Wax,  bees' do... 

Woods; 

Fustic tons . 

Lignum- vitic do. . . 

Lof;\vood do. .. 

M  aliot!an  V feet. 

other...". 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


Quantity. 


16,658 

4,692,028 

597, 976 

225 

13 

468, 428 

223,081 

922 

8,658 

111,468 


914,932 

1,078,865 

2,170 

221,508,638 

24 

251,717 

2, 759 

1,367 

88 

18, 800 


Value. 


S749 

659, 695 

73,839 

10, 197 

964 

129,048 

132,110 

243 

3,  853 

78, 55S 

613 

34,703 

39, 308 

.      452 

10, 079, 369 

64 

101,707 

65,912 
62,492 
4,217 
1,962 
2, 800 
2,297 


11,385,158 


Quantity. 


72, 566 

4,001,869 

980,614 


105, 518 
75,361 


1,698 
6,560 


855, 899 

413,746 

7.612 

243,478,576 

92 

280,075 

726 

67 

290 

17,500 


Value. 


S7, 749 
4C4,522 
130,033 


42,605 
41.206 


488 
35,357 


28, 061 

51,634 

2,604 

10, 894, 293 

417 

87, 247 

17,395 
2,055 
3,18.5 
1,608 


12, 199 


11,824,267 


Articles  invoiced  for  Porto  Rico  in  1917  were  valued  at  $469,787, 
and  in  1918  at  $444,397,  and  those  invoiced  for  Virgin  Islands  were 
valued  at  $22,427  in  1917,  and  $6,085  in  1918.  Returned  American 
goods  aggregated  $59,286  in  1917,  and  $85,856  in  1918. 

Distribution  of  Export  Trade, 

The  share  of  the  various  countries  participating  in  the  country's 
export  trade  in  1918  and  the  carrying  trade  by  vessels  are  stated  in 
the  following  table : 


Countries. 

Merchan- 
dise free 
of  duty. 

Merchan- 
dise 

subject  to 
duty. 

Carrying  trade  by  vessels. 

Dominican. 

American. 

British. 

Another. 

United  Ptates 

$13,904,652 
940, 861 
93, 852 
406, 982 
565, 777 
5, 1.'3 

?4, 265, 639 

2.S5,  273 

38, 222 

5, 799 

110, 103 

$5,448 
101,673 

48,114 
106, 175 

$15,397,510 

1,124,461 

7,893 

14, 938 

S330,546 

•?2, 436, 787 

Porto  Rico 

Cuba 

76, 067 

Ignited  Kingdom 

291,668 

France 

681, 880 

Italy 

5, 153 
104,761 
321,665 

7,029 

Spain 

696,617 

595, 560 

21,485 

161,340 

4,  026 

28, 100 

18, 000 

10,000 

24,685 

23.239 

2,579 

2,  255 

96, 783 

121,843 

566  796 

Canada 

136, 135 

12, 468 

4,082 

293 

137  760 

Virein  Islands 

1,315 

4,288 

675 

46, 538 

3,' 303 

Haiti 

4,831 
2, 805 
65, 748 

8,382 

Other  British  West  Indies 

1,603 
8,890 
18, 000 
10,000 

Hutch  West  Indies 

Gibraltar 

French  Africa 

Jamaica 

6,546 

28,674 

2,557 

French  West  Indies 

23, 239 
2,579 
2,255 

Arcrentina 

Japan 

Total.. 

17,505,163 

4, 867, 181 

485,311 

17,049,976 

777,749 

3,910,975 
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Xack  of  Shipping  Facilities. 

The  shippino-  situation  Avas  unsatisfactory  during;  1918,  and 
caused  appreciable  losses  to  Dominican  planters  and  shippers.  Not 
only  were  no  new  steamship  lines  inaugurated  between  tiiis  country 
and  the  outside  world,  but  the  schedules  ordinarily  maii>tained  by  the 
established  carriers  Avere  seriously  curtailed.  Only  78^5  A-essels 
(steam  and  sail)  entered  the  A-arious  ports  of  the  Kepublic  during 
1918,  AA'hereas  950  arriA'als  were  recorded  during  the  preceding  year. 

The  Clyde  Steamship  Co.,  of  Ncav  York,  was  the  only  line  AAdiich 
maintained  anything  approaching  a  fixed  passenger  and  freight 
itinerary  betAveen  the  continental  United  States  and  the  Dominican 
Eepublic,  and  the  boats  of  this  company  transported  the  great  bulk 
of  both  imports  and  exports.  While  a  feAv  steamers  from  NeAV 
Orleans  and  Gah'^eston  made  occasional  calls  on  their  outAvard  A^oy- 
ages,  these  A^essels  took  on  no  Dominican  cargo  for  their  return  trips. 

There  Avere  no  regular  sailings  betAA^een  this  Republic  and  Europe 
and  trans-iVtlantic  freight  was  subject  to  transshipment  at  Ncav  York 
and  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico. 

Communication  betAA'cen  Porto  Rico  and  the  south  coast  ports  of 
the  Republic  was  maintained  by  the  Dominican  steamer  Santo 
Domingo  and  the  American  steamer  Marina.,  of  the  Bull  Insular 
Line.  The  Cuban  steamer  Santiago  de  Cuba.,  of  the  Empresa  NaA'iera 
Cubana  continued  to  touch  at  Santo  Domingo  on  its  monthly  A^oyages 
between  Habana  and  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico. 

Maritime  Movement. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  tonnage  of  all  vessels 
arriA'ing  at  and  departing  from  Dominican  ports  during  1918: 


steamships. 

Sailing 

vessels. 

Ports 

AVith  cargo. 

In  ballast. 

With  cargo. 

In  ballast. 

Num- 
ber. 

Regis- 
tered 
ton- 
nage. 

Num- 
ber. 

Regis- 
tered 
ton- 
nage. 

Num- 
ber. 

Regis- 
tered 
ton- 
nage. 

Num- 
ber. 

Regis- 
tered 
ton- 
nage. 

ENTRANCES. 

2 

1,898 

1 
6 
1 

26 
5 

60 
2 

18 

20 

96 

198 

75 

6,023 

163 

4,093 

323 

1,798 

4,230 

8 
9 

1,302 

Barahciia 

742 

66 
59 
8 
48 

50, 360 
32,703 

22,  £84 
81,574 

170 
23 
1 
14 

107, 133 

21,491 

1,254 

6,050 

45 
19 

7 

2,558 

1,239 

617 

7 
117 

9,744 
112,844 

2 
25 

334 
19,349 

14 

1,285 

Total 

305 

310,209 

237 

157,509 

139 

16,999 

102 

7,743 

CLEAKANCES. 

3 

2,527 

17 
21 

3,140 
1,011 

2 

1 
1 

50 
10 
55 
2 
3 
10 

164 

7 

101 
62 
11 

44 

131,070 
54,081 
18,139 
70,611 

17 
35 

11,948 

17,327 

22 

14 
13 
15 

\ 
21 

1,389 
639 

1,284 
38 
125 

3,556 

6,550 

827 

3 
1 

1 
57 

1,818 

1,702 

759 

37,730 

3,516 

440 

9 

86 

4,SSS 
94,635 

1,061 

1,934 

Total 

416 

385,951 

114 

71,290 

103 

11,782 

134 

14,521 
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